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For those readers who were unsure on 
what to do with their Valentine’s Day, 
The State Hornet put together some gift 
and date ideas to help people impress 
their significant others. 


‘This semester’s campus blood drive, 
sponsored by BloodSource, started on 
Monday and ended Wednesday in the 
University Union Ballroom. By | p.m. 
Monday, the event was already about 
halfway to its goal of 200 donors. 


Our #PhotoOfTheDay on ‘Thursday 
was an image of senior criminal justice 
major Karen Espinoza celebrating #Na- 
tionalPizzaDay with her friend at Round 
Table Pizza in the University Union. 
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< NEWS IN BRIEF 


COMPOST BINS: Compost bins have been 


put in Desmond Hall to start a pilot composting 
program in Sacramento State’s residence halls. 
While it is only in one hall as of now, the project 
is to expand going forward. ‘The pilot program 
started this semester when compost bins were 
put out to collect food scraps. From there, the 
scraps are moved to the composting yard at the 
back of Parking Lot 10. “We are trying to be the 
example for other schools,” said student intern 
Juana Sanchez, a biology major. ‘This week, for 
the first time, students have started the process of 
turning the compost into dirt. It has been done 
by the faculty in the past, but this is the debut for 
the students. While it is only in one hall, anyone 
can go to Desmond and put in their food scraps. 
From there, the custodians take it and then stu- 
dent assistants go and bring it to the composting 
yard. 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 
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X< CORRECTIONS 


In Volume 71, Issue 17 of The State Hornet, the following 


correction 1s listed: 


On page 20, Salem Marshal’s first name is misspelled as 


“Saleem.” 


We regret this error. 
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SAC STATE WON'T RELEASE LOCATIONS OF 


UNTESTED WATER AFTER LEAD DISCOVERY 


Kameron Schmid 
@kameronschmid 





Sacramento State officials are 
aware of which water sources on 
campus remain untested for lead 
contamination, but are choosing 
not to tell the campus commu- 
nity out of reluctance to release 
information that is not “well 
thought-out,” according to an 
administrator. 

Jill Parker, who was recently 
named the interim senior direc- 
tor for risk management services 
and chief risk officer at Sac State, 
said ‘Tuesday that not only is the 
university going to be cautious 
with releasing information, but it 
has also hired a second consultant 
group at her suggestion. 

During the first week of the 
spring semester, it was announced 
that out of 449 water sources 
on campus tested by a research 
group made up of professors and 
students, 75, or nearly 20 percent, 
had levels of lead contamination 
in excess of the EPA’s bottled wa- 
ter standard, 5 parts per billion or 
higher. 

Of those 75, 28 were in excess 
of the EPA's action limit, 15 parts 
per billion. It was established at 
that point by Steve Leland, the 
director of environmental health 
and safety, that all 75 had been 
shut off at the source out of an 
“abundance of caution.” 

Additionally, those 449 repre- 
sented “90 percent” of the cam- 
pus water sources, according to 
Leland, and the university was 
looking at that point into finding 
out exactly what sources hadn’t 
been tested. 

Parker suggested that the pos- 
sibly 10 percent of water sources, 
which are now specifically known 
to her and the administration, 
should not be a concern to the 
campus, as they have yet to be 


tested for lead contamination and 


therefore are not known to con- 


tain excess lead. 

She also argued that just be- 
cause 20 percent of the original 
testing sample came back as con- 
taminated does not mean any 
of the remaining sources will be 
contaminated. 

“In my view, it is not prudent 
to assume a problem when you 
don’t know one exists,” Parker 
said. “You’re making an assump- 
tion, that in this one area, that 
same set of circumstances would 
apply to others. ‘Uhat’s a pretty big 
leap.” 

Parker also pointed out that the 
28 sources above the action limit 
are the only ones the university is 
legally obligated to have shut off; 
those above the bottled water lim- 
it were shut off by decision. 

“The (bottled water limit) was 
used as an abundance of caution, 
in the heat of the moment, to be 
very conservative, but that is not 
the action level, per the regula- 
tions,” Parker said. 

Leland did not return a call 
asking for comment on the project 
as of press time. 

Sac State sophomore and 
social work major Virydiana 
Ramirez is concerned that it 
isn’t currently known by students 
where the untested drinking water 
sources are located. 

“The news came out three 
weeks ago and they still hav- 
ent released new information,” 
Ramirez said. “That affects us as 
students.” 

Patrick Dorsey, president of 
Associated Students Inc., the 
governing body for Sac State stu- 
dents, said that to his knowledge 
the university is doing “everything 
it can” to address the issue, and is 
likely withholding information for 
fear of being accurate. 

“I think they want to make 
sure they have all the information 
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Jill Parker, the new interim senior director for risk management services and chief risk officer at Sac State, has 
said that the untested water sources should not be of concern to the campus community since they haven't 
been tested, and therefore are not known to contain excess lead. 





“The news came out three weeks ago and they still haven't 
released new information. That affects us as students.” 


- Virydiana Ramirez 
Sac State student 





correct,” Dorsey said. 

Parker said there is also no 
timeline for testing that can be 
shared publicly as of now, as her 
office still gathers facts and estab- 
lishes a plan. 

“It is clearly our intent to keep 
folks aware and up to date, but we 
don’t want to be premature and 
then having information come 
out that is incomplete or not well- 
thought through yet,” Parker said. 

To help orchestrate a plan, 
Parker was key in the university 
hiring CIH (Certified Industrial 
Hygienist) Services as a consul- 


tant group, in addition to the one 
previously hired, Alex Spataru of 
Adept Inc. 

Leland said last week that the 
course of action would largely be 
determined by Spataru’s recom- 
mendations, which were expected 
during that week, one week after 
Spataru visited campus for two 
days and collected information. 

Parker said ‘Tuesday that Spa- 
taru’s recommendations were re- 
ceived, but were not in line with 
her vision for a solution. 

“Alex is a forensic engineer, so 
he had jumped to a conclusion 


or a solution if we needed to do 
something that was actionable,” 
Parker said. 

So, the university is now wait- 
ing for Parker’s office and CIH 
Services to create a plan before 
going forward. Parker said the 
plan may call for completed test- 
ing of all campus water sources, 
or retesting of some of the al- 
ready tested sources. 

“(Sacramento State President 
Robert Nelsen) has given me di- 
rection that this is my highest 
priority, and so I’m dealing it as 
such,” Parker said. 
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College Republicans tease Milo appearance, 


press charges against a‘no ban’ protester 


John Ferrannini 
Qjferrnews 





The Sacramento State College 
Republicans are considering in- 
viting the controversial right-wing 
blogger Milo Yiannopoulos to 
campus while one of. their mem- 
bers is pressing charges against a 
man he alleges assaulted him at a 
campus anti-[rump demonstra- 
tion on Feb. 2. 

Mason Daniels, the president 
of the club, said that he will de- 
cide whether to invite Yiannopou- 
los —- whose attempt to speak at 
UC Berkeley on Feb. |. was shut 
down by protesters — after he has 
a meeting with Sac State President 
Robert Nelsen and ASI President 
Patrick Dorsey this Friday. 

“I can make it happen,” Dan- 
iels said. “I got the connections.” 

Earlier this month, Daniels 
wrote a letter to the editor of The 
State Hornet addressed to Nelsen 
and Dorsey, asking them to resign 
if they did not condemn ‘the vio- 
lence in Berkeley that prevented 
Yiannopoulos from speaking there. 

“Many conservative students 
already do not feel safe on your 
campus,” Daniels wrote. “Please 
take a stand against bigotry and 
hate.” 

Yiannopoulos, an editor with 
the right-wing Breitbart News, has 
gained notoriety with the rise of 
the so-called “alt-right” — a loose- 
ly-connected group of opponents 
of multiculturalism. 

Meanwhile, College Repub- 
lican Floyd Johnson is seeking to 
have charges filed against a man 
who allegedly shoved him during 
the “no ban, no wall” protest in 
the hbrary quad earlier this month. 

Several members of the Col- 
lege Republicans staged a count- 
er-protest chanting “build the 
wall, protect us all” — and at times 
attempted to obstruct the path of 
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Members of the Sacramento State College Republicans chant ‘build the wall, protect us all’ while attempting to obstruct the path of a ‘no ban, no 
wall’ march at Sac State on Feb. 2. The College Republicans have pressed charges against a protester for allegedly assaulting one of their members. 


the ant- Trump marchers. 

“There was someone who said 
‘We should give (the College Re- 
publicans) the chance to talk’ and 
I went over into the circle and they 
opened up a little but but I was 
pulled back by a guy behind me,” 


Johnson said. 


Johnson said he was a victim of 
racial slurs and epithets targeted 
against him because he is a black 
Republican. 

“One person I heard said ‘learn 
your history,’ and I said, ‘I do know 
my history,’ and she called me a 
‘token’ n-word,” Johnson said. “It’s 
hurtful because it suggests I have 
to fall in line. A lot of black people 
are called ‘Uncle ‘Toms’ just be- 
cause they’re conservatives.” 

Daniels said that he and John- 
son reported the incident to Sac 
State police. 

“(The police officer) was con- 





“Many conservative students already 
do not feel safe on campus.” 


- Mason Daniels 
President of the Sac State College Republicans 





cerned with someone putting their 
hands on Floyd,” Daniels said. 
“He said “That’s battery. That’s 
not OK’ ” 

Mark Iwasa, the Chief of the 
Sacramento State Police Depart- 
ment, said that the police would 
like to talk with witnesses. 

“There is no arrest warrant in 
the system — however, we would 
like to interview anyone who may 
have been involved in the assault 
complaint,” Iwasa said. 

A “wanted” poster of question- 
able legality with an image of the 
man alleged to be the one who 
shoved Johnson was posted by the 


College Republicans to their Face- 
book page late ‘Tuesday. 

The poster offers a $100 reward 
for information that can lead to 
identifying the individual. 

Iwasa did not know about the 


‘poster when asked about it. 


“Obviously, the ‘reward’ and 
the term ‘wanted’ have nothing to 
do with the Sac State Police De- 
partment, but was put forth by the 
author of this poster,” he said. 

Daniels said that many Repub- 
lican students have told him that 
they do not feel safe on campus fol- 
lowing last November’s US. presi- 
dential election. 


“We had a meeting with (Vice 
President of Student Affairs) Ed 
Mills because people do not feel 
safe about being a Republican on 
campus,’ Daniels said. “People 
don’t speak up in classes, for one, 
because professors will shut them 
down. If you have a slightly dif- 
ferent opinion to the right, you get 
called ‘fascist,’ ‘racist,’ ‘bigot,’ (or) 
‘piece of s---.’” 

Daniels said that police were 
outside of last week’s College Re- 
publicans meeting after a rumor 
made the rounds that students 
were going to protest it following 
his ultimatum to Nelsen and Dors- 
ey. He also said that Republicans 
are speaking out in spite of the 
campus environment. 

“People are coming out of the 
woodwork right now because they 
see the hypocrisy of what’s going 
on,” Daniels said. 
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MLK Center emphasizes community 
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Focus is on creating ‘peer-to-peer’ learning 


Robert Todd 


- @robsnewssource 


The Sankofa bird, which has a 
long neck and legs like a flamin- 
go, has become a symbol for Af- 
rican-Americans that represents 
the need to look back at the past 
in order to move forward toward a 
better future. 

That is the underlying message 
that the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center has been trying to teach 
Sacramento State students since 
it opened in November 2015, ac- 
cording to center director Tina 
Jordan-Brown. 

When students enter the center, 
they are greeted by a portrait of 
King and his wife, Coretta Scott 
King, which hangs on a pow- 
der-blue wall. 

In the hallway, pictures of 
segregation in the South and the 
Civil Rights protests of the 1960s 
show visitors the past struggles of 
African-Americans. 

Also on the wall are portraits 
of African-American faculty and 
staff members, which, according to 
Jordan-Brown, are meant to help 
students feel like they aren’t alone 
on campus. 

“My vision for the center is that 
students know this is a place to go 
where you can get support,” she 
said. 

The director also said that she 
also wants to emphasize the im- 
portance of student retention and 
academic success. 

“You can have a sense of be- 
longing,” she said. “But you want 
to belong here and leave with a 
degree.” | 

She said the center’s focus is 
on establishing a “peer-to-peer” 
learning environment, and _ stu- 
dents are encouraged to teach 
each other. 

One such student is Janay Eze- 


'_kwe,.a biological sciences major 


who works in the MLK Center. 
She is hosting a series of work- 
shops that started on Feb. 15 called 
“Love Yourself,” which she said 
are meant to help students take 
better care of themselves and real- 
ize their full potentials. 

Ezekwe said the series is based 
on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 
and each session will focus on one 
of the five principles of self-care: 
Psychological Needs on March 1; 
Safety, Security, Stress on March 
15; Relationships on April 5; 
Self-Esteem on April 19; and 
Self-Actualization on May 3. All 
workshops will be located in Las- 
sen Hall 2200P and will start at 3 
p.m. | 

“I want to teach people to be 
holistically healthy,” she said. “Not 
just taking care of their body, but 
also their mind and their soul.” 

Ezekwe said that she hopes to 
go to medical school and ultimate- 
ly improve the quality of health 
care received by minority commu- 
nities. She said that the MLK Cen- 
ter has helped her prepare for that. 

“This center has allowed me to 
engage the community I intend to 
serve,” she said. 

Erika Holyfield, a psychology 
major, said that the center provid- 
ed her the chance to build connec- 
tions with other students she may 
not have had otherwise. 

“The MLK Center brought 
community to me since I’ve been 
on campus,” she said. 


Uriah “King” Glass, a double 


major in communication §stud- 
ies and government, said that the 
MLK Center gives him a platform 
with which to express his political 
and social activism. 

“It’s a way for me to figure out 
how [m going to make what I 
want to do into actuality,” he said. 

Jordan-Brown said she hopes 
that the center will provide stu- 
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The Sankofa bird, painted on a wall of the MLK Center, has become a symbol for African-Americans 
that represents the need to look back at the past in order to move forward toward a better future. 


dents more internship and career 
opportunities by working with 
Sacramento State’s business school 
and having community members 
come and speak with them about 
the job market. 

She said that they have had sev- 
eral students intern at places like 
the Greater Sacramento Urban 
League. 

The MLK Center is celebrat- 
ing Black History Month with a 
series of events already underway, 
including the Black Convocation 
2017 event on Feb. 18 at 10:30 
a.m. in the University Union Ball- 
room. All students and faculty 
are welcome to attend. More info 
about the MLK Center events can 
be found on the Sac State website. 





BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
EVENTS CALENDAR 





Feb. 18: The annual black convocation 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in The 
WELL’s Terrace Suite. “This year’s 
convocation examines the importance of 
the student voice in student success,’ the 
University said. 


Feb. 22-26: Performances by 
Sacramento/Black Art of Dance. 
Admission prices vary. See page 20 for 
more details. 
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What would you spend $270 


STAT a On if not on increased tuition?) 


It’s likely that the CSU Trustees will make the potential tuition increase 
for all CSU students official in March, unless the California legislature 
decides to increase the funding of the CSU system. We decided to ask 
Sac State students how this increase will affect them. Weigh in using 


the hashtag #SacStateSays. Read more on this topic on page 8. 
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“| could pay rent and buy 
groceries and gas. 


There's a lot of things “Pay for my textbooks. 
| could do — books, | spend close to $400 
school supplies.” every semester.” 

- Gabriela Buckhalter Josh Adame 
Communication studies Graphic design 








“| would spend it on the 
gas money to 
commute here from 
Folsom. And 
groceries and rent.” 


- Ashley Thomas 
English 








By Kameron Schmid 


@kameronschmid 


#SacStateSays 





“Literally, concert 
tickets. Chance the 


“| could spend it on Rapper just posted e 
rent or anything else. concert. I’m still going 
There's plenty of things to buy them, but... 


to spend it on, way too 
many that | could name.” 


“Ween Néene - Bajah Jordan 


Health science Health science 
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To stay up-to- 
date with the 
potential tuition 
increase, go to 
StateHornet. 
com/Tuition 


TUITION 
INCREASE 
~ DEBATE 
~ CONTINUES< 


SAC STATE 
ASI LOBBIES 
LEGISLATURE 
AGAINST 
Pet oriKeE 








Cassie Dickman 
@the_journi 





With a possible tuition in- 
crease looming, Sacramento 
State Associated Students, Inc. 
has been working on a “game 
plan” to keep the cost of college 
affordable for all students. 

In January, ASI President 
Patrick Dorsey took about 1,000 
signatures and a formal letter op- 
posing the proposed fee hike to 


the California State University’s 
Board of ‘Trustees in Long Beach, 
where he. was able to represent 


Sac State’s voice in explaining 
the negative impact that upping 
the cost of higher education may 
have on students. 

Dorsey said that he and ASI 
board members, along with some 
other Sac State students, also 
got a chance to meet with CSU 
Trustee Jean Firstenberg last 
week when she was on campus, 
and talk with her about relevant 
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issues, including the importance 
of college affordability. 

But Dorsey, though he is hop- 
ing to do more outreach with 
CSU trustees before they vote 
in March, knows that even if 
they decide against the tuition 
increase, the buck doesn’t stop 
there. 

“We are not having the funds 
necessary to really provide a qual- 
ity, accessible education,” said 
Dorsey, adding that advocating 
at the Capitol to allocate more 





money in the budget for higher 
education is a top priority. 

The ASI Office of Govern- 
Affairs (OGA), 


serves as a political advocacy 


mental which 
group on campus that both in- 
forms students of issues affecting 
them and lobbies on their behalf 
in the Capitol, has already been 
advocating against the tuition 
increase at the state level, said 
OGA Director ‘Tim Sullivan. 
Sullivan explained that tuition 
is a “two-prong issue” because, 
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while an increase is ultimately the 
decision of the trustees, the mon- 
ey comes from the state budget. 

“If the legislature isn’t allo- 
cating enough funds to go to the 
CSU system, then the board of 
trustees is really kind of put in a 
tough place to make a tough de- 
cision,” Sullivan said, adding that 
if the state increased its funding 
then the board could find other 
ways of picking up the tab rather 
than putting it back on students. 

Even if a tuition hike is ap- 
proved by the board of trustees in 
March, an increase from the state 
is an important focus long-term 
because the trustees can always 
rescind their vote if the May re- 
vision of the governor’s budget or 
its finalization in June indicates 
the CSU system. will get more 
money in 2018. 

OGA’s main focus in its advo- 
cacy is-reaching out to offices that 
are in key positions to make its ef- 
forts more effective, said Sullivan, 
because it’s easier to talk with all 
the members of the higher ed- 
committees 


ucation or finance 





“If the legislature isn’t allocating enough funds to go to 
the CSU system, then the Board of Trustees is really kind 
of put in a tough place to make a tough decision.” 


- Tim Sullivan 


Director of AST Office of Governmental Affairs 





than it is to meet with the entire 
state legislature. 

Sullivan said OGA currently 
has talked to staffers in the offic- 
es of assemblymen Jim Frazier, 
D-Oakley, and Kevin McCarty, 
D-Sacramento, with meetings 
scheduled in the coming weeks. 
And, while the feedback they 
have already received is encour- 
aging, persistence is essential. 

“It’s just making sure that 
those positive responses result in 

positive actions .and positive 
policies on their part,” Sullivan 
said, 

But he said that talking poli- 
cy isn’t enough to get its agenda 
through and potent advocacy 
connects policy to people. 


So, OGA goes to the Capitol 
to explain to legislators what a 
tuition increase would actually 
mean to students. 

“That way it’s not some sort 
of abstract idea on a piece of 
paper,” Sullivan said. “It’s a 
real person and a real story that 
they’re hearing.” 

And that is what makes OGA 
so unique, said OGA California 
State Student Association (CSSA) 
Liaison ‘Travis Legault. 

“Our office offers Capitol staff 
a perspective that governmen- 
tal advocacy officers that work 
directly through administration 
can't,” said Legault over email. 
“We can share our current expe- 
riences and struggles with them 


directly on a personal level, and 
empower others to do the same.” 

Beside working to influence 
the state government, Dorsey and 
OGA said that there have been 
meetings with student groups to 
get ASI-sponsored events on the 
calendar, but nothing is concrete 
yet. 

“We’re very happy to have a 
collaborative relationship with 
Students for a Quality Educa- 
tion’s chapter here at Sac State, 
and we've explored some options 
in putting together a public dis- 
play of support against tuition 
increases and state funding short- 
falls,” said Legault. — | 

Legault also added that Dors- 
ey, ASI Business Director Mia 


Kagianas and he have been work- 
ing actively with CSSA, which 
has been opposed to all fee hikes 
in recent history, to make the or- 
ganization “an effective student 
voice.” 

Legault said that one of the 
main focuses of the California 


Higher Education Student Sum-_ 


mit (CHESS) will be on how stu- 
dents can get their voices heard 
at the Capitol in regards to “how 
tuition increases will hurt them.” 
The annual CSSA sponsored 
two-day event, which will be held 
in Sacramento in mid-March, is 
filled with workshops and infor- 
mational sessions for students 
from all different majors and ev- 
ery campus in the CSU system to 
learn how to be their own advo- 
cates in the state legislature. 
Legault also said they are 
planning a second CSSA advoca- 
cy event for April “to make sure 
that students are fresh on legisla- 
tors’ minds when they get down 
the stretch of giving next year’s 
budget their stamp of approval.” 


Applications due by 
March 10 at 4pm 
Benefits include resume 


experience, priority 
registration, a scholarship, 


and more. 


www.dsi.csus.edu/runforoffice 
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Sacramento State football alumnus Josh Latham smiles after signing a 
three-year contract with the New York Jets on Feb. 6. 
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Max Jacobs 
@ TheStateHornet 





From practicing with his older 
brother in the front lawn of their 
childhood home to the NFL, for- 
mer Sacramento State long snap- 
per Josh Latham’s_ professional 
football career has begun. 

Latham, who served as the 
Hornets’ long snapper from 2013 
to 2015, signed with the New 
York Jets on Feb. 6 after remain- 
ing a free agent for a year without 
an NFL contract. 

Outside of New York, Latham 
garnered interest from three other 
NFL organizations — the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers made him an of- 
fer, while the Detroit Lions and 
Green Bay Packers also expressed 
interest. However; Latham said 
the coaching staff in New York 
was the deciding factor. 

“T really liked the organization 
— I got along with the special 
teams coach and all of the staff 
that I met when I was up there,” 
Latham said. “Those are the guys 
you are going to be working with 
every day, so having that good line 
of communication between me 
and the special teams coach really 
helped out.” 

Latham, 23, will not be the 
only player at his position to ar- 
rive to the Jets’ trainig camp in 
2017. He will be joining Tanner 
Pardum, who has been the start- 
ing long snapper in New York for 
the past seven years, and new- 
comer Zach Triner from Assump- 
tion College in Massachusetts. 

While the Jets seem to be in- 
citing competition at the position, 


Latham said he feels confident in 


his ability to win the regular-sea- 
son job. 

“T feel that the odds are in 
my favor for starting this coming 


Former Sac State long 
snapper signs contract 
with New York Jets 





“| feel that the odds are 
in my favor for starting 
this coming season.” 


- Josh Latham 


New York Jets long snapper 





season.” Latham said. “My ath- 
leticism is a big thing with long 
snapping. I played multiple posi- 
tions in college, so when you have 
a long snapper that can get down- 
field and make a play, that really 
stands out and coaches like to see 


that.” 
That athleticism comes from 
Latham’s multifaceted back- 


ground on the gridiron; when he 
stepped foot on campus at Sac 
State, Latham was competing for 
jobs as both defensive end and 
fullback. 

However, an open spot at long 
snapper allowed him to keep his 
scholarship and find a permanent 
role on the team where he was 
found most valuable. 

Latham’s ability to snap the 
football was not his focus growing 
up, but was a skill that his older 
brother, Cole Hembre, taught 
him on the side while he was 
earning all-section honors in high 
school as a linebacker. 

Hembre played center and 
long snapper at Briar Cliff Uni- 
versity in lowa. While the ability 
to long snap birthed Latham’s 
NFL career, Hembre said the na- 
ture of his lessons were informal 
and recreational. _ 

“T was in high school, he was 
in middle school, (and) I was just 
in the front yard practicing with 
my teammates,” Hembre said. 
“With him being around me and 
my friends (and) us showing him 
how to (play) at-a younger age — 
it was just kids in the front yard 
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throwing the ball around.” 

The two brothers grew up 
in Redding and attended Foot- 
hill High School in nearby Palo 
Cedro. 

At Foothill, Latham was a 
standout and caught the eye of 
Cougars’ football coach Bryon 
Hamilton, who was head coach 
from 2003 to 2012. 

“When you coach at the high 
school level, you look at kids, and 
look to see if they have the abili- 
ty to play at the collegiate level,” 
Hamilton said. “With (Josh’s) size, 
athleticism and speed — we knew 
he’d certainly have that ability.” 

Latham will be the first player 
from Foothill High School to play 
in the NFL, but does not worry 
about the pressure of being an 
anomaly. 

“You have to ignore that kind 
of stuff,” Latham said. “At the 
end of the day, you are still doing 
your job, snapping the same dis- 
tance and playing the same game. 
Guys get a little bigger and a little 
faster, but football has been some- 
thing I’ve been doing for a long 
time.” 

Another thing that Latham has 
done for a long time is enjoy his 
small town roots in Palo Cedro — 
which has a population of 1,269 
people — but now he must transi- 
tion to life in New York City. 

“Moving to the biggest city in 
the United States is intimidating 
for sure, but the facilities are in 
New Jersey, which has more of a 
small town feel to it, so it is like 
a getaway from the city,” Latham 
said. 

With the NFL schedule’ for 
2017 yet to be announced, expect 
Latham to make his preseason de- 
but for the New York Jets in early 
August. 
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Sacramento State senior guard Trevis Jackson co-starred in a YouTube 
reality show titled “Summer Break” — which earned him verification on 
Twitter in 2013. Jackson is the lone verfied student-athlete at.Sac State. 








MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Jackson: verified on Twitter - 
and on the basketball court 


19 





After three years of minimal 
playing time, senior guard earns 
sixth-man role tor the Hornets 


Noah Alvarez 
@SuperNoVa_57 

Sacramento State’s lone veri- 
fied student-athlete ‘Trevis Jackson 
may be identifiable on ‘[witter, but 
wasn't easily recognizable on the 
basketball court until his senior 
year. 

Jackson formerly co-starred in a 
You Tube reality show titled “Sum- 
mer Break” — which earned him 
verification on ‘Twitter in 2013. 

A former walk-on turned schol- 
arship guard, Jackson has battled 
his way to the top of Sac State 
coach Brian Katz’s bench rotation 
and has provided huge minutes for 
the men’s basketball program this 
season. 

“The grind knows who’s actu- 
ally grinding,” Jackson said during 
his ascension to the sixth-man role. 
“T’ve always told myself, “You can’t 
truly learn about yourself unless 
you put yourself through the hard- 
est things.” 

Jackson arrived at Sac State 
following a state championship 
run his senior year at Santa Mon- 
ica High School and earning Cal- 
ifornia Interscholastic Federation 
MVP honors after his performance 
in the Southern Section Division 
LA playoffs. 


But as a freshman walk-on, 


Jackson had to make the transition 


from having the ball in his hands all 
the time to only having a few reps 
during practices. 

“When he came here, I told him 


that he’d never get a scholarship 
and he would see very little reps if 
any at all,” Katz said. “That’s just 
standard protocol with walk-ons — 
you have to be honest with them 
and make sure they understand.” 
After playing 
Southern California, Jackson said 


basketball in 


he felt from the get-go that he could 
compete and play at the collegiate 
level, and was not deterred by his 
initial lack of playing time. 

“I told myself in high school 

that I was going to play Division I 
basketball,” Jackson said. “I knew I 
couldn’t give up because I knew Td 
be giving up on myself.” 
Sac State standout 
guards Mikh McKinney (currently 
a member of the Delaware 87ers 
in the NBA D-League) and Dylan 
Garrity were big role models for 
Jackson in his first two seasons and 
he credits them both for motivating 
him to pursue a bigger role on the 
team. 


Former 


Through his first three seasons 
at Sac State, Jackson tallied up a 
total of 25 points, 23 assists and 16 
rebounds in 228 minutes. However, 
in 23 games this season he has dou- 
bled his career points and rebound 
totals and is averaging career highs 
in points (2.6), minutes (16.2) and 
assists (1.5). 

“He’s made the most of his 
opportunity out of anybody we’ve 
ever had here,” Katz said. “Now 
he’s our third guard in the rotation 
and I’ve played him over 30 min- 
utes three times this season.” 

Jackson’s presence does not go 


unnoticed by his coaches or his 
teammates. Senior Eric Stuteville 
(center) arrived at Sac State the 
same time as Jackson, and praises 
his work ethic and demeanor. 

“People who sit on the bench 
typically quit and give up,” Stute- 
ville said. “It’s really easy to quit but 
the strong-willed will keep that fire, 
keep that passion, keep that chip on 
their shoulder — and that’s what 
he did.” 

Senior forward Nick Hornsby 
has also developed an unbreakable 
bond on and off the court with 
Jackson. 

“T admire how much he com- 
petes and is willing to do what- 
ever to help the team,” Hornsby 
said. “He’s my roommate, he’s my 
brother — I honestly love every 
day with that dude.” 

Jackson has provided huge mo- 
ments in crunch time in multiple 
Sac State victories this season. 

In Sac State’s victory over first- 
place Weber State, Jackson hit a 
go-ahead 3-pointer with less than 
a minute to go to secure a victory 
over the Wildcats on Feb.9. 

In the double-overtime thriller 
against Abilene Christian on Dec. 
17, Jackson provided the assist 
to junior forward Justin Strings’ 
game-tying 3-pointer that forced 
the first overtime period and helped 
the Hornets battle to victory. 

“T would never bet against ‘Trev- 
is,’ Katz said. “You don’t want to 
bet against him because it’s not go- 
ing to end up very good for you.” | 
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* SPORTS” 
-Sac State soccer teams sign 2017 recruits 





Will Moon 
@MoonMan0305 





After parting ways with their 
senior classes, the Sacramento 
State men’s and women’s soccer 
teams signed a combined 12 high 
school seniors to National Letters 
of Intent by Feb. 7. 

The men’s program lost 10 
seniors — including Alex Betten- 
court, Ivan Ramirez and Nate 
Nugen, the team’s three top scor- 
ers — after winning its first Big 
West ‘Tournament match and 
ultimately losing to Cal State 
Northridge in the semifinal round 
on Noy. 9. 

In addition to the four trans- 
fers who joined the Hornets, 
coach Michael Linenberger and 
the men’s team signed five players 
— all from Northern California. 
The Hornets added defenders 
Antonio Andres, ‘Tyler Moss and 
Ivan Oseguera, as well as forward 
Justin Bedig and midfielder RJ 
Moorhouse. | 

“We feel we know the guys 
pretty well (now) that we’ve been 
talking to them (and) watching 
them for a long time,” Linenberg- 
er said. “We think all five of them 
will come in and help us_ right 
away as freshmen.” 

Coming off a surprise season 
that landed the women’s pro- 
gram a No. 2 conference seed 
and eventually a semifinal loss to 
Northern Arizona in the Big Sky 
Tournament, the Hornets parted 


Peter Meas 
Saeeer = CSU Sac 


Top, Tyler Moss is among five men and seven women to sign letters of intent to play soccer at Sacramento State 
in fall 2017. Right, lvan Oseguera signs his National Letter of Intent to play soccer at Sacramento State Feb. 1. 


ways with 13 seniors this winter, 
including leading scorer Jennifer 
Lum and 2016 Big Sky Defensive 
MVP Rachel Leonard. 

Coach Randy Dedini, who 
won 2016 Big Sky Women’s Soc- 
cer Coach of the Year, signed 
seven newcomers to the program 
(who were unavailable for com- 
ment), with three players from the 
Sacramento area and four from 
Hawai. 

Sac State recruited two for- 
wards and two midfielders — 
Kylee Kim-Bustillos, Skylar Lit- 
tlefield, Ariana Nino and Shailyn 
Valenzano, along with defenders 
Jessica Mann and Christina Lazar 
and goalkeeper Aaliyah Fesili. 

Dedini said this fall will mark 
the Hornets’ first season with 
Hawaiuan players since he began 
recruiting from the islands a few 
years back. 

“There’s a lot of talent there 
that just sort of gets overlooked by 
a lot of mainland schools because 
they’re in Hawaii and you might 
see them in a tournament, but 
then you don’t see them for an- 
other six months until they come 
back for another,” Dedini said. 

For the men’s program, three 
of the Hornets’ five recruits have 
already had 
Linenberger prior to college, as 
Moss, Moorhouse and Andres 
have played under him with the 
Sacramento United soccer club. 

“It’s nice to know what I’m 
going to be put into next year,” 
Moss said after spending a year 


experience with 


SOCCER 


with Linenberger and 10 years 
with the club as a Sacramento na- 
tive. “’m already going to know 
formation, play style, (and) how 
certain situations are going to be 
in the game and how I need to 
face those.” 

Linenberger said Moss brings 
speed while Andres provides size 
and athletic ability, and Moor- 
house brings precision kicks as a 
dead-ball specialist. 

Moorhouse, who scored four 
goals in a game on the same day 
he committed to Sac State, also 
played football as a kicker for 
three years at Cosumnes Oak 
High School and was a Capital 
Valley all-conference selection in 
2015 and 2016, as well as a Sac- 
ramento Bee first-team selection 
in 2016. 

“(Moorhouse) could be the 
best free-kick taker we’ve ever 
had here in my 28 years (of coach- 
ing),” Linenberger said. 

The women’s program will fill 
newly vacated roles on defense 
with players like Mann, who start- 
ed at center when Bella Vista High 
School won consecutive Capital 
Valley Conference championships 
in 2016 and 2017, while earning a 
4.0 GPA in the classroom. 

One of the Hawaiian recruits is 
Mililani native Kylee Kim-Bustil- 
los, who was named the 2016 
NSCAA High School State Player 
of the Year and the Interscholastic 
League of Hawaii (ILH) Offen- 
sive Player of the Year in 2015-16 
while helped ‘Iolani School win 
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“With having lost so many starters | think it’s excit- 
ing because there’s nobody that won’t be compet- 
ing for a spot. We're going to surprise a lot of teams 
that think we’re going to be down in experience.” 


- Randy Dedini 


Sacramento State women’s soccer coach 





two ILH championships. 

“Any time (Kim-Bustillos is) in 
the game she’s one of the best of- 
fensive attacking players that I’ve 
ever recruited,” Dedini said. 

Despite losing so many players 
after last season, both soccer pro- 
grams plan to return to the post- 
season rather than cutting losses 
and rebuilding. 

Among the 16 players re- 
turning to the men’s team from 
last season are junior goalkeeper 
James Del Curto, junior midfield- 
er Trevor Jackson, and junior de- 
fender Cylus Sandoval ——- who 
will play alongside the newcomers 
against Sacramento Republic FC 


in this year’s friendly match on 
March | at Hornet Field. 

Dedini and the women’s soccer 
team will see 14 returners, including 
sophomores Caitlin Prothe (mid- 
fielder) and Destiny Butcher (goal- 
keeper) who were both all-Big Sky 
honorable mentions this season, 
and midfielder Mikayla Reed, last 
year’s co-Big Sky ‘Top Newcomer. 

“With having Jost so many 
starters I think it’s exciting be- 
cause there’s nobody that won’t 
be competing for a spot,” Dedini 
said. “We’re going to surprise a lot 
of teams that think we’re going to 
be down in experience.” 





ret 





www.StateHornet.com 





MEN’S TENNIS 


17 





From fun to full-time college contender 


Losbergs 
has seena 
successtul 
tennis 
career In 
Europe and 
plans to 
continue In 


the U.S. 


Matthew Nobert 
@munobert2020 





Sacramento State men’s ten- 
nis player Mikus Losbergs first 
picked up a racket for some fun 
with friends in Marupe, Latvia, 
and soon found himself falling in 
love with the sport. 

“When I was seven, at the be- 
ginning I started playing weck- 
end leagues for fun with a few 
of my friends and I just started 
to enjoy it more and more,” Los- 
bergs said. 

Losbergs’ devotion to tennis 
eventually placed him on the 
Latvian national team — a coun- 
try with a total population of 1.9 
million — allowing him to travel 
around Europe. 

“T always played for national 
team under 12, 14, 16-and 18,” 
Losbergs said. “That really helps 
me right now because I have a lot 
of experience maybe other guys 
on the team don’t have.” 

After playing in Latvia until 
2014, Losbergs — who ranked in 
the top 300 in the International 
Federation and earned 
spots on the national team sever- 
al times — decided it was time to 


‘Tennis 


Sacramento State sophomore Mikus Losbergs earned second team all-Big Sky Conference selection as a true freshman in 2016. Losbergs played for 
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the Latvian national team and ranked in the top 300 in the International Tennis Federation. 


find stiffer competition and high- 
er education. 

The 20-year-old sophomore 
also wanted to join current Sac 
State junior and friend Kaspar- 
as Zemaitelis, who is a native of 
Latvia’s neighbor, Lithuania. 

“I always wanted to come to 
America to combine high level of 
sport and high level of academ- 
ics,” Losbergs said. 

To get more information 
about schools in the United 
States, Losbergs got into contact 
with Zemaitelis. After Losbergs 
inquired about colleges in the 
United States, Zemaitelis said he 
recommended Sac State. 

Once Losbergs arrived in the 
United States, he was worried 
about being unwelcomed but was 
quickly reassured after meeting 
his new teammates and coaches 
at Sac State. 

“We had five freshmen last 


year so we kind of came here to- 
gether,’ Losbergs said. “We are 
an international team so I wasn’t 
the only one who didn’t speak 
English.” 

So far, Losbergs hasn’t wast- 
ed any time in his college career 
either, taking the No. 1 seed in 
both singles and doubles during 
his freshman year and earning 
second team all-Big Sky Confer- 
ence honors. 

“Last year as a freshman I 
ended up 14-10 in singles, me 
and Kasparas were ranked top- 
30 in NCAA: for doubles and 
that was a great experience,” 
Losbergs said. “I won best player 
(of the week) in conference and 
hopefully this year I will achieve 
this goal again.” 

In addition to being taught 
about tennis in. greater depth, 
Losbergs said that he has learned 
lessons through America’s ethnic 


diversity. 

“Obviously in Latvia it is very 
different because it is only white 
people and nothing else, but now 
there are all different races so it’s 
really interesting and I’ve learned 
a lot,’ Losbergs said. “On our 
team we have (five) internation- 
al players so you learn a lot from 
them too.” 

Dom Miller, a native of New 
Zealand, said that learning about 
cultural similarities and differ- 
ences has strengthened his rela- 
tionship with Losbergs. 

“He said they always use sour 
cream on everything; like on pas- 
ta, so he’s just always eating sour 
cream,” Miller said. “First thing 
we bonded over was playing 
FIFA; he was really loud whenev- 
er he lost (and) there was lots of 
swearing in Russian.” 

The only down side to .Los- 
bergs’ move to the U.S. is that 





he is not able to bring his fam- 
ily with him. However, Losbergs 
said he has slowly adapted be- 
cause of his travels and is staying 
in contact with his friends and 
family in Latvia. 

“TI came here by myself (and) 
I-have a big family back home 
with a younger sister and broth- 
er,” Losbergs said. “Unfortunate- 
ly, they can’t come here because 
they are very young, but I go back 


_ during the summer and winter 


breaks. I played a lot of tour- 
naments so I was used to being 
away from them, but I was never 
gone for four months straight.” 

Losbergs hopes to continue 
the relationships he has made in 
the United States as the Hornets 
travel to Dallas, Texas, to play 
Southern Methodist University 
on Friday. 
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“| dress preppy and professional. | 
like to look put together; you never 
know who you're going to meet.” 


- Zack Dallas 


Mechanical Engineering 


“My style? You can say fashion. No, 
it’s the same but last minute. | just 
switch it up or throw on an accessory.” 


- Sonya Prado 


Family and Consumer Scvences 


Lanea Florence 
@laneasofia 


Mayra Alvarez 
@ T heStateHornet 


As Sacramento State students settled 
into a new semester and a new year, we 
wanted to know if it was a new them too. So 
we went out and asked 10 stylish Hornets 
on campus about their style for 2017. You 
can show us your style by posting on social 


media with the hashtag #SacStateStruts 





“This semester I’m goingtobe __ 
professional — slacks and button ups. 
| started investing in these clothes.” — 
-MaxwellHampton  —s—i«s 

Cuil Engineermg 
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<a “| have a formal, simple, “| like casual wear that's comfy. | feel "It's awesome, it’s the 
| comfortable style. | always wear like the comfort comes from your shoes, best at Sac State.” 
boots no matter what.” and Adidas is the best right now.” : 
- Andrea Calderon - Brandon Picar 
Business ' Undeclared © 





















“My style is very outgoing, “My clothing is basically "I've always” hat charmed | 
fun, different and streetwear and trendy clothes . and edgy also like to 
5. spontaneous — just myself.” — a lot of Adidas stuff.” | stay fu 
Bo - Savannah Landell - - Nick Smith 


oo Nursing Biology 
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* CULTURE” 
Sac State celebrates 25 years of 
- Sacramento/Black Art of Dance 








ge ee ee Ne ON Be 


Carlo Wiatsan 
@SultankoY 





Sacramento/Black Art. of 
Dance will be celebrating its 25th 
anniversary from Feb. 22 to 26 at 
the University Theatre in Shasta 
Hall. 

Professor Linda Goodrich 
founded S/BAD as a club in the 
physical education department in 
1992. Goodrich said that it was 
intended to give students “access 
to doing black concert dance in 
America.” 

“T pulled from my classes dif- 
ferent dancers who trained with 
me and we performed at least 
twice a year, once in the fall and 
once in the spring,” Goodrich 
said. “When we’ moved (to the 
theater department) we did the 
same thing, then the department 





took us on as a company and put 
us on the season and we’ve been 


going strong ever since.” 

With aesthetics from dancer 
and choreographer Katherine 
Dunham, S/BAD = choreogra- 
pher and assistant director Nicole 
Manker said that the company is 
rooted in the movements from Af- 
rican Diaspora along with black 
concert dance. 

Pieces in the show range from 
gospel, hip-hop and Afro-Mex- 
ican and utilize ballet, 
and contemporary dance styles. 


modern 


This anniversary performanc- 
es will also celebrate Goodrich’s 
retirement after 27 years of teach- 
ing at Sacramento State. 

“It means a lot to see that black 
can thrive within 
Goodrich 


“There are models for that 


concert dance 
a university setting,” 
said. 


all over the United States and to 


know that there is a model here at 

Sac State is very wonderful.” 
Goodrich has done a lot for S/ 

BAD and the black dance com- 


munity to make the company 
feel almost like a family, Sac State 
Dance graduate Valeria Herrera 
said. 

“She’s one of those people you 
just don’t want to disappoint in 
life,” Herrera said. “I really care 
for her and | just want to learn 
from her.” 

Company members old and 
new will be in attendance ‘for the 
performance and pay tribute to 
Goodrich for what she has done 
for them and the dance commu- 
nity in Sacramento. 

“Aside from Dr. Goodrich and 
myself, the rest of the choreogra- 
phers are all professional(s) who 
have had a long and rich connec- 
tion to Dr. Goodrich,” Manker 
“With the show we 


wanted to pay homage to her life 


said. really 
through dance because without 
her, S/BAD wouldn’t be here.” 
Almost 20 alumni of the com- 
pany who danced with Goodrich 


eogte 
a ert 
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Sacramento/Black Art of Dance, which will perform in the University Theatre 
in Shasta Hall beginning on Feb. 22, will be a retirement celebration and 
final performance for Sac State Professor Linda Goodrich. 


in the ‘90s will also be perform- 
ing in the concert to celebrate the 
anniversary. 

“T just want to make sure that 
Dr. Goodrich knows how much 
she’s appreciated (and) how much 
we honor and respect her,” said 
the vice chair of 
“We work 


really well together and she’s go- 


Lorelei Bayne, 
the dance department. 


ing to be sorely missed.” 


Goodrich will be performing 
for the last time in the show she 
brought to life on Feb. 26, the last 
day of the performances. 

“IT just hope that the campus 
community comes out and really 
“Like 


I said; this is my retirement swan 


sees this,” Goodrich said. 
song and I know a lot of people 
on this campus so I hope they 
come out and support us.” 





FreeStyle Clothing Exchange 


“a If you’re looking to buy, sell, 
and trade your clothes, FreeStyle is 





Ballin ona budget 


By Claire Morgan 





Your Friend's Closet 


<A ® If you’re in need of something ® 
Cer e quick and trendy, hit up a friend! « 


Keeping your Instagram feed on point is no easy 
BA feat, especially since there seems to be a new style px » you ‘d like, and it's a cheap way to up- 
ee trending every couple of weeks. Keeping up with the “ge * date your closet for the night. Just be 

ever-changing world of fashion is hard on a strug- sts BQ ide to wash it before you give it back ® 

gling college student's wallet. Here are a few fashion ® or they probably won't let you borrow ® 

destinations to check out if you want to stay on trend from.them again. @ 
fs without breaking the bank. ma @ 6 © 6 6 @.0 © ahe e 


Ecothrift 


® your store. The thrift boutique buys ® » Chances are they have something » 


e clothes, but only if they’ are trendy® 

@ enough or are in season. The styles@ \o« 

» that they offer are always stylish and, 
ready to wear right away. 
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Poshmark 


® ® Poshmark is a mobile @ ® 
2 _ thrift ‘store where members » 
can buy and sell clothes from 
& 
their mobile phones. There 
® are over 700,000 “Poshers,” ® 
» or sellers, which means theres’ e 
are hundreds of thousands of 
clothing items on sale. With 


Racks Boutique 


Crossroalll Trading Company 


ese SOR Re ee 2° © 








This is the mother of all. thrift 
®stores. Ecothrift is a Costco-sized thrift® 
estore, with racks upon racks of inex-e 
pensive clothes. There's something for. 
everyone here, with large sections of. 
men’s, women’s and children’s cloth-” 
eing. Ecothrift also has furniture, hand-« 
» @bags, books, toys and kitchen appli-.. 


If you're looking for 
® something unique, then Racks 
eis definitely the place to go. ® 
» Known for its extensive vin-_ 

tage selection, Racks is per 
® fect for the hipster on a bud-” 
eget. Racks of clothes cover® 
» the walls of this midtown thrift, 


Crossroads is very / aint to Free- 
"Style, but with an dded twist — dis-~ 
ecounted brand new clotl hes. T he Ar ’ 

»den Way location has rows and rows of. 
men’s and women’s clothes and shoes, 
“as well as a few racks in the center off 
®the store with inexpensive, never been® 
»worn clothing. If you are looking fore 
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SHARLENE PHOU - The State Hornet 


Sacramento State alumna Theresa Truong designs clothes for Sacramento Fashion Week at her home studio. On the mannequin at her side stands “The Cait Jacket,” a faux fur piece she 
crafted after feeling the need to make something “pink and furry.” 


Fashion designer Theresa Truong aims to bring colortul street style to the runway 


Sharlene Phou 
@sharlenephou 


During her junior year of high 
school, Sacramento State alumna 
Theresa ‘Truong stitched together 
a prom dress from scratch — a 
green satin and chiffon garment 
that the aspiring fashion designer 
was proud to call her own. 

‘Truong, 22, is now preparing 
to take the runway at Sacramento 
Fashion Week for her third con- 
secutive year, where she will show 
a 12-look spring-summer ready- 
to-wear collection on Feb. 24 at 
the Sacramento Railyards. 

Her new collection will be in- 
spired by street style and street 
art, something Truong described 
as funky, cool, out of the norm 
and eye-catching. 

One of the 12 looks that will 
be unveiled is a striped, neon-pink 
faux fur jacket that she dubbed 
“The Cait Jacket,” after a friend 
who is obsessed with fur. 

Truong currently works at 
Nordstrom, where she is  sur- 
rounded by high-end fashion 


from major labels. She picks up 
on the latest trends by observing 
the colors, patterns and materials 
of the clothes that come into the 
store. 

When she has a design idea in 
mind, Truong said that she does 
not start out with a sketch. She 
also skips the pattern making pro- 
cess —— a template used to trace 
out different pieces of the gar- 
ment. Oftentimes, her creations 
are born out of spontaneity. 

“T did not plan on making a fur 


jacket, but two days ago, I was just 


like, ‘I want to make something 
pink and furry, ” Truong said. 
“So, I went to the fabric store and 
found this neon, Cheshire cat-col- 
ored thing and went from there.” 

Dong Shen, the faculty advi- 
sor of the Student Fashion Asso- 
ciation at Sac State, said that her 
former student Truong is very 
detail-oriented and that her final 
looks are always well put togeth- 
er despite foregoing sketches and 
patterns. 

“Some designers follow the 
right process, but she is the oppo- 
site,’ Shen said. “She is a like a 





“I've never liked wearin 


the same stuff that 


everyone else wears. | find that so boring.” 


- Theresa Truong 
Sac State alumna and fashion designer 





very free spirit. She doesn’t want 
to be boxed in.” 

‘Truong showed an interest in 
fashion design when she was in 
high school and takes pride in 
having her own unique style. 

“T’ve never hiked wearing the 
same stuff that everyone else 
wears, Truong said. “I find that 
so boring.” 

After making her first prom 
dress, ‘Truong went on to make 
another dress for her senior prom 
and later had the idea to string 
together first place swimming 
ribbons that she earned over the 
years into a dress. 

“T just know that (fashion de- 
sign was) what I wanted to do,” 
‘Truong said. “It’s like a very fun 
way to get your creative energy 


35 


out. 


After high school, ‘Truong at- 
tended Sac State as a fashion mer- 
chandising and design major. She 
joined the Student Fashion Asso- 
ciation, where she participated in 
every SFA fashion show during 
her four-year enrollment. 

Truong was first introduced 
to Sacramento Fashion Week 
when representatives from the 
organization approached SFA to 
find designers to participate in its 
Emerging Next Designer student 
showcase. 

“Being in that club is what re- 
ally involved me in the Sacramen- 
to fashion industry,” ‘Truong said. 
“That’s where they offered oppor- 
tunities to volunteer backstage, 
intern backstage and plan their 
fashion shows.” 

Although she graduated in De- 


cember, ‘Truong still makes visits 
to SFA to help out whenever she’s 
available. 

Phuong Mai, the event coordi- 
nator of SFA, said that she appre- 
ciates the alumna’s efforts. 

“T would like to thank her, on 
behalf of SFA, for always partici- 
pating in club events, being in our 
fashion shows, just coming back 
to the club,” Mai said. “There’s 
not a lot of alumni that do that.” 

When she is not designing 
clothes for shows, ‘Truong said 
that she does alterations and cus- 
tom designs for her friends. 

While her ultimate goal is to 
have her own collections sold at 
department stores nationwide, 
‘Truong would first like to gain 
more experience by working for 
other fashion houses before build- 
ing her own empire. 

“I think Theresa is very driv- 
en (and) I see a very clear path for 
her,” Shen said. “She had all of 
this figured out already. She knew 
every single step that she needed 
to take to get to her ultimate goal, 
so I see persistency there.” 
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OPINION 2 


EDITORIAL: CAMPUS DESERVES ANSWERS ON LEAD 


Admin knows which 
areas haven't been 
tested, but won't tell 


Ten percent of Sacramento 
State’s fountains and sinks remain 
untested for lead, and the admin- 
istration and its hired consultant 
have been avoiding answering 
questions about when they will 
be tested and even where they are 
located. 

If the students, faculty and staff 
are to have confidence that the 
administration takes their health 
seriously, this behavior needs to 
stop. 

In January, a research project 
comprised of professors and stu- 
dents tested 449 (90 percent) of 
the university’s water sources and 
discovered that 58 (12.9 percent) 
of those had excessive levels of 
lead, including 27 (6 percent) that 
were above the EPA action level 
of 15 parts per billion. 

The school shut off those wa- 
ter sources and began to distribute 
water and provide blood tests for 
free. It also hired a consultant to 
provide a plan for performing tests 
on the remaining water sources. 

So far, so good — until consul- 
tant Alex Spataru wouldn’t answer 
questions from The State Hornet 
about when the testing will take 
place, what the process will entail 
and whether he or his firm have 
worked on a similar project at a 
college or university before. 

Spataru did say that he would 
be able to give information when 
he returns to campus in March af- 
ter he visits Germany for another 
consulting job. 

Steve Leland, the director of 
environmental health and safety, 
also wouldn’t answer the ques- 
tions posed to Spataru, after re- 
ferring The State Hornet to Spa- 
taru. Neither would Elisa Smith, 
the school’s director of news and 


communications. 

Now, project leader Jill Park- 
er, interim senior director for risk 
management services and chief 
risk officer, said in an interview 
Tuesday that it is her opinion 
that “it is not prudent to assume 
a problem when you don’t know 
one exists.” | 

It is already established, 
though, that a problem already 
exists; if- one didn’t, Spataru 
would not have been hired, and 
Parker wouldn’t have been asked 
these questions. 

If a problem didn’t exist, Park- 
er wouldn't have felt the need to 
hire another consultant group to 
do what the research group has al- 
ready done, and what Spataru has 
already done. 

Apparently, nobody within the 
circle of those working on this 
project is willing or able to tell 
when the other fountains will be 
tested or what fountains specifical- 
ly haven’t been tested. 

In the meantime, the untest- 
ed water will remain flowing and 
without anything to let students 
know that it may be contaminated. 

Leland did say the day the 
news broke that the untested 
sources included the American 
River Courtyard Suites and that 
“there may have been a couple of 
other random places.” 

‘Though Parker admits a list of 
the untested sources exists by now, 
it has not been made public to the 
campus community, and will not 
be for fear of releasing informa- 
tion that is not “well thought-out.” 

Between the first announce- 
ment and Feb. 14, the universi- 
ty did not answer any questions 
posed by our reporters; instead, 
the only thing offered was when 
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“The school may be legally in the clear here, but not answering very legitimate 
questions about the safety of our drinking water doesn’t exactly 
inspire confidence on a campus that had to remove lead dust from Santa 
Clara Hall last semester and asbestos from the library over the summer.” 


public relations posted an update 
to the FAQ on the situation. 

The update is threadbare of 
any useful information; all it does 
is name Parker as also being in- 
volved in the process. When Park- 
er was called Feb. 13 for any com- 
ments she may have, the call went 
unanswered. 

The call back came from pub- 
lic relations employee Dixie Reid, 
who, in a voicemail, said the most 
recent information was the now 
week-old update. When Reid was 
called back four munutes later, 
there was no answer, and no call 
back. 

And even when Parker called 
the next day, it was made clear 
that the university is holding itself 
accountable to only itself in this 
matter; not the students, faculty 
or staff that make up the campus 
community. 


The school may be legally in 
the clear here, but not answering 
very legitimate questions about 
the safety of our drinking water 
doesn’t exactly inspire confidence 
on a campus that had to remove 
lead dust from Santa Clara Hall 
last semester and asbestos from 
the library over the summer. 

Not being open and transpar- 
ent about the potential that there 
is stil contaminated water on 
campus also doesn’t bode well for 
Sac State’s reputation for concern 
over the environment. 

Associated Students Inc., Pres- 
ident Patrick Dorsey said that the 
administration may be withhold- 
ing information in order to be ac- 
curate and that it is doing “every- 
thing it can” to fix the situation. 

If that’s true, good. But there 
has been zero indication from 
those in power that this is true: 


students still don’t know if the 
fountains they’re drinking from 
are tested or not, or when they will 
be tested. 

We would remind Dorsey that 
he was elected to represent the 
students, and not parrot the uni- 
versity’s neatly outlined. talking 
points. 

Common sense would dictate 
that the school could remove the 
uncertainty over its intentions by 
simply saying that something is 
unclear rather than not answering 
questions at all. 

Ethically speaking, Sac State 
does not have a stronger obliga- 
tion than to provide an education- 
al space for students that everyone 
can be comfortable knowing is 
safe. 

If we are to know that, then it 
is time for this administration to 
give us, and you, some answers. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


D Reader: Hate speech should be ‘shut down’ - 


23 





In a letter to the editor, a reader disputes the premise of last week's editorial, ‘Don’t Become An Enemy of Free 
Speech, No Matter How Hateful It Is,’ stating that ‘hate speech is violence’ and ‘must be shut down’ 


To the Editor: 


I was not surprised that the edi- 


of the debate around whether the 
Constitution protects hate speech 
(and, really, | don’t give much of a 





“Hate speech may be protected by the 
Constitution, but a riot is the thunderous 





to be more free and have more con- 
trol over lives. 
Hate speech may be protected 


torial “Don’t become an enemy of _ f--- about what the Constitution, a language of those who will no longer accept the by the Constitution, but a riot isthe ™ 
free speech, no matter how hate- piece of paper written generations conditions under which hate speech can fester.” thunderous language of those who 
ful it is” ended with a quote from. ago by rich, slave-owning white | will no longer accept the conditions 
Winston Churchill, a man whose men, says), the fact of the matter - Terese Taylor under which hate speech can fester. 
white supremacist views have been _ is that hate speech is violence and State Hornet reader I encourage everyone to protest in 
brushed aside so that history, and creates a climate where the most the ways they see fit for themselves, 
this editorial, may now call him a marginalized of us are in fear of _ get that result. Within minutes, the — bloc by reducing the tactic, and ri- and for many people, this does not 
“oreat leader of a different time.” repression against our minds and _ barricades were down, there was __ ots, to merely “emotionally” satis- include the more combative tactics 
Such is the power of nation states. | our bodies. elass and fire, and it was obvious _ fying catharsis. Sure, Pll be the first of the bloc. However, when black 
What is made clear time and Hate speech doesn’t care about — that the event could not take place. to admit that breaking the windows bloc shows up, dont condemn 
again is that when the state, and __ sit-ins, vigils, and cardboard signs, What commenced after the initial of banks that advocate for the de- them. Recognize the bloc as a stra- 
its accomplices like Yiannopoulos, _ though there are times when those goal was met, were dance parties, struction. of the planet and the  tegic tactic, and one that, histori- 
use a range of violent tactics, from _ actions are beautiful and necessary. conversations, the sharing of food imprisonment of our comrades at _ cally, is very effective. A bloc might 
tear gas and rubber bullets to the The purpose of hate speech is to and water, and an overwhelming Standing Rock, is cathartic indeed. _ not always be-necessary, however ™ 
doxxing of undocumented UC invoke violence on the marginal- — sense of joy, solidarity, and fervent Buta riot is not solely emotional. A in the case of UC Berkeley, it was. 
Berkeley students, these methods ized. And that is why such speech recognition that the shutdown was riot is in fact, deeply political and And it won. 
are considered necessary violence must be shut down, regardless of absolutely necessary. While the  anti-capitalist, joming a history of And no, sorry/not sorry, Pm 
and free speech. The police use how many views that idiot may media, campus officials, and the combative tactics that have been not gonna “take off my “black 
violence to “protect” “free speech” have gotten afterwards (and keep police automatically demonize the _ successful in garnering results for bloc outfit” to go “face-to-face with 
sone (and the state) while Yiannopou- in mind, number of views does “violent anarchists” (as the Hor- marginalized people living within the other side,” putting me and 
——— los’ forum, had he been allowed to not mean number of supporters). net editorial wanted to point out), powerful states that seek to oppress _ my friends at risk of being doxxed 
spew his speech in Berkeley, would In order to protect the lives of our it was made clear that night that them (see “The Failure of Nonvi- and/or imprisoned. Strange that 
nate have made it incredibly dangerous _ friends and families and to make a___ through those tactics of “violence” olence” by Peter Gelderloos for a those who openly uphold the rac- 
for the undocumented students definitive stand against the fascist against windows and barricades, _ history of these tactics. “How Non- __ ist, sexist, imperialist values of this 
se whose identities he was planning to uprising in our country and around we seized the space and showed violence protects the State” by the nation can do so in public and with 
reveal to a crowd of young white the world, combative tactics are that we could care for each other same author is available for free on impunity, while those who are try- 
supremacists (and, mind you, they necessary. If anyone was at Berke- and stand with strength andlovein _ theanarchistlibrary.org). “A riot is ing to make a new world with as 
eta isi exist: there are plenty in Sacra- ley that night, they would recall the _ the face of hate. the language of the unheard,” as much freedom, care, and joy we ~—+* 
©) the mento and a large population in moment the black bloc showed up Now, I’m not saying that every- Martin Luther King Jr. once said. can imagine, must remain covered 
awe the Bay Area, and they are more to campus. The militant bloc was _ one should mask up and join the —_ Ironically, MLK Jr has been white- _ or face the risk of harassment, pris- 
Leal than happy to harm those they met with a roar of excitement and _ black bloc (though that’d be dope’ washed in order to pacify ourcom- on sentences, or worse. Shouldn't 
deem unfit for this society). Basical- cheers that signaled the crowd was _ if they wanted to), but to recognize munities into the use of nonviolent _ that tell us something? 
se bFiat ly, Yiannopoulos would have been down for what was to come. This _ that such a combative tactic is ef- _ tactics, actions that may have some 
oe Gehie able to translate his hate speech crowd had the same goals that the fective for opposing perpetrators symbolic impact on our perception Until next time, 
are: into more hate crimes, which is — black bloc did: to:shut Milo down; — of hate and violence. The editorial — of the world but rarely change our Terese Taylor 
aking what hate speech does. Regardless | and they knew that the bloc would —__ was quick to paternalize the black _ conditions in a way that allows us 
dictate , 
we the 
ons by 
ung is 
wering a 
J e208 ® / 
ay Now that you’ve heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters 
a ® 2 ® 
obliga- to the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte 
cation- . ‘ 
wae Hall, room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 
ng 1S * e 9% & © 
clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 
then it 
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